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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1. (currently amended) A method of managing the loading of patrons to an 
attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access to the attraction 
on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second being a priority basis 
established by a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of patrons using th e priority baoi o utilizing rules that are 
not based on reservation times; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a number of palrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

hi. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction; and, 

iv. permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 
return times; and 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 
operation providing priority access to the patron having the return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated 
return time. 

Claim 2. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the hierarchy is 
determined on the basis of patrons remotely located away from the entertainment environment 
when making the priority request and patrons located at the entertainment environment when 
making the priority request. 



-2- 



LA-FS 1 \327747v02\S8085.0 1 0202 



PAGE 2/15 * RCVD AT 4^5/2005 1:26:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:+3105867940 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-26 



04-25-05 09:27am Fron-Greanberg +3105867040 T-432 P. 003/01 5 F-191 

Appl. No. 10/687,243 Docket No. 58O85-01O202 

Amdt. dated April 25, 2005 

Reply to Office action of Febmary 23, 2005 

Claim 3. (currently amended) A method os claimed in claim l: - of managing the loading 
of patrons to an attraction in an entertainment environment whe rein patrons are permitted access 
to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-o ut basis, and the second 
being a priority basis established by a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, 
comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of patrons utilizing rules that are not based on reservation 
times: 

b. permitting a priority request for a n allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
rfimmnniftflieri to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction: 
allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction: and, 
iv. permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 
return times: and 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 

operation providing priority access to the patron having the return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out acce ss to any patron not having an allocated 
return time: 

d. wherein the hierarchy is determined on the basis of patrons remotely located away 

from the entertainment environment when making a priority request, patrons 
resident in a facility associated with the entertainment environment when making 
the priority request, and patrons located at the entertainment environment when 
making the priority request. 

Claim 4. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a selection of 
patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, the multiple priority requests being for 
different attractions in the entertainment environment. 
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Claim 5. (currently amended) A method ac claimed in claim 2, of managing the loading 
of patrons to an attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access 
to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second 
being a priority basis established bv a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, 
comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of patron * iirilirinp; rules that are not based on reservation 
times; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central compu ter, the central computer 
regulating a number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy: 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction; and, 

iv. permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 
return times; and 

£: employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 

operation providing priority access to the patron having the return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated 
return time; 

4 wherein the hierarchy is determined on the basis of patrons remotely located awav 

from the entertainment environment when making the priority request and patrons 
located at the entertainment en vironment when making the priority request: 

e. w herein a selection of patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, the 
multiple priority requests being for different attractions in the entertainment 
environment. 

Claim 6. (currently amended) A method as claimed in olaim -fr of managing the loading 
of patrons to an attraction in an entertainme nt environment wherein patrons are permitted access 
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to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first -in first-out basis, and the second 
being a priority basis established bv a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, 
comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of patrons utili zin g rules that are not based on reservation 
times; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a fflimber of patrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction; and, 

iv. permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 
return times; and 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 
operation providing priority acce ss to the patron having the return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated 
return time; 

d. wherein the hierarchy is determined on the basis of patrons remotely located awav 
from the entertainment environment when making a priority request patrons 
resident in a facility associated with the entertainment environment when making 
the priority request, and patrons located at the entertainment environment when 
making the priority request; 

e. w herein a selection of patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, the 
multiple priority requests being for different attractions in the entertainment 
environment. 



Claim 7. (currently amended) A method as claim e d in claim 1, of managing the loading 
Of patrons to an attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access 
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to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second 
bein& a priority basis established bv a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction. 

a. developing a hierarchy of patrons utilizing r ules that are not based on reservation 
tim es ; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote l ocation, the input bring 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction; and, 

iv. permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 
return times; and 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 
operation providing priority access to the patron having th e return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to anv natron not having an allocated 
return time; 

d. wherein a first selection of patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, 

the multiple priority requests being for patrons from a second selection of patrons, 
the first selection of patrons and the second selection of patrons being in at least 

" one of the hierarchy levels. 

Claim 8, (currently amended) A method as claim e d in claim 3> of managing the loading 
of patrons to an attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access 
to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second 
being a priority basis established bv a prior allocation of a tim e of entry into said attraction, 
p v rnpri?ing: 
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a. developing a hierarchy of patrons utilizing rules that are not based on reservation 
times; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attrac tion 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction: and. 

iv. permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 
return times: and 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 

operation providing priority access to the patron having the return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated 
return time; 

d. wherein the hierarchy is determined on the basis of patrons remotely located away 
from the entertainment environment when making the pqoritv request and patrons 
located at the entertainment environment when making the priority reouest; 

e. w herein a first selection of patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, 
the multiple priority requests being for patrons from a second selection of patrons, 
the first selection of patrons and the second selection of patrons being at in least 
one of the hierarchy levels. 

Claim 9. (currently amended) A method a s^loimQd4 B- olaim -- 3; of managing the loading 
of patrons to an attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access 
to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second 
being a priority basis established by a prior allocation of a time of enrry into said attraction, 
comprising: 
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. a. developing a hierarchy of patrons utilizing rales that are not based on reservation 
times: 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraciion 

agMiag the ?teps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction: and. 

iv. permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 
return times; and 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 
operation providing priority access to the patron having the return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated 
ret^m time; 

d. wherein the hierarchy is determined on the basis of patrons remotely located awav 
from the entertainment environment when making a priority reouesL patrons 
resident in a facility associated with the entertainment environment when making 
the priority request, and patrons located at the entertainment environment when 
making the priority request; 

e. _ _ wherein a first selection of patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, 

the multiple priority requests being for patrons of a second selection of patrons, 
the first selection of patrons and the second selection of patrons being in at least 
one of the hierarchy levels. 

Claim 10. (currently amended) A system of managing the loading of patrons to an 
attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access to the attraciion 
on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second being a priority 



I>-FS1V327747vO2V>8085.0I0202 _ g _ 



PAGE 8/15 * RCVD AT 4(25/2005 1 :26:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] « SVR:USPT0-ff XRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+3105867940 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-26 



04-25-05 09:28am Frora-Greenberg 43105967940 T-432 P. 009/015 P-191 

- Appl. No. 10/687,243 Docket No. 58085-010202 

Amdt doted April 25, 2005 
Reply to Office action of Febniary 23, 2005 

basis, established by a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, the system 
comprising: 

a. a hierarchy of patrons, the hierarchy developed usin^ th e priority basi s utilizing 
rules that are not based on reservation times: 

b. a computing device to regulate the number of patrons allowed to enter the 
attraction, the computing device managing a priority request for an allocation of a 
time of entry into said attraction, the computing device including: 

i. an input device, the input device receiving a signal from a remote 
location; 

ii. an allocation table, the allocation table allocating available return 
times in relation to a hierarchy level of a patron; and, 

iii. an output device, the output device transmitting to the remote 
location; available return times to the first attraction; 

c. a selection device at the remote location, the selection device permitting the 
patron to select a return time from the available return times; and 

d. means to provide the patron access to the attraction, wherein the means to provide 
the patron access to the attraction provides priority access to the patron having a 
return time, and wherein the means to provide the patron access to the attraction 
provides first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated return time. 

Claim 11. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 10, wherein a selection of 
patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, the multiple requests being for different 
attractions in the entertainment environment 

Claim 12. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 10, wherein a first 
selection of patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, the multiple priority requests 
being for patrons from a second selection of patrons, the first selection of patrons and the second 
selection of patrons being at in least one of the hierarchy levels. 

Claim 13. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the return time 
is redeemed through an automatic procedure, wherein the automatic procedure includes any one 
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of a reading of a radio frequency identification allocated to the patron, a reading of a magnetic 
code allocated to the patron, or a reading of a barcode allocated to the patron. 

Claim 14. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the return time 
is redeemed at a time of entry into the entertainment environment or at the time of entry into the 
attraction in the entertainment environment. 

Claim 15. (currently amended) A method as claimod in claim 1, of managing thejoac jinp, 
of patrons to an attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access 
to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second 
being a priority basis established by a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, 

comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of natrons utilizing rules that are not based on reservation 
times; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 

patron in the hierarchy; 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return times for the attraction: and, 

lY, permitting the patron to select a return time from the available 

return times: and 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 
operation providing priority access to the patron having the return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated 
return time: 

d. wherein said allocated return time may or may not be redeemed by said patron, 
and further comprising the steps of determining the number of unredeemed 
return times to the number of allocated times, and feeding back redemptions of 
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return times such that near real time updates of return time availability may be 
computed. 

Claim 16. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim J, further comprising the 
steps of permitting at least one exchange or return of the return time to the patron having the 
return time, and updating the computation of the number of patrons allowed to enter the 
attraction based on the at least one exchange or return of the return time. 

Claim 17, (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, of managing the loading 
of patrons to an attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted acc ess 
to the attraction on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second 
being a priority basis established bv a prior allocati on of a time of entry into said attraction, 
comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of patrons utilizing rules that are not based on reservation 
times: 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

I receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 

communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a num ber of patr ons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the available return timesjbr the_attraction; and, 

iv. permitting th e natron to select a rctum time from the available 
return times: 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 

operation providing priority access to the patron having the ret urn time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not haying an allocated 
return time: and. 

d. furth e r comprising tho - stcps - of factoring unredeemed return times into a 
computation of the number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction. 
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Claim 18. (currently amended) A method of managing the loading of patrons to an 
attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access to the attraction 
on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second being a priority basis 
established by a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of patrons using th e priority barrio utilizin g rules that are 
not based on reservation times ; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said attraction 
including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer 
regulating a number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating a return time in relation to a hierarchy level of a patron 
in the hierarchy; and, 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes 
the return time for the attraction; and, 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 
operation providing priority access to die patron having said return time, the 
operation providing first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated 
return time. 

Claim 19. (currently amended) A system of managing the loading of patrons to an 
attraction in an entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access to the attraction 
on at least two bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second being a priority 
basis, established by a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, the system 



comprising: 



a hierarchy of patrons, the hierarchy developed a &iag - tho priority basis utilizing 
rules that are not based on reservation times ; 

a computing device to regulate a number of patrons allowed to enter the 
attraction, the computing device managing a priority request for an allocation of a 
time of entry into said attraction, the computing device including: 
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i. an input device, the input device receiving a signal from a remote 
location; 

ii. an allocation table, the allocation table allocating a return time in 
relation to a hierarchy level of a patron; and, 

iii. an output device, the output device transmitting the return time to 
the remote location; and, 

c. means to provide the patron access to the attraction based on the return time, 
wherein the means to provide the patron access to the attraction provides priority 
access to the patron having said return time, and wherein means to provide the 
patron access to the attraction provides first-in first-out access to any patron not 
having an allocated return time. 
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